FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
and their so-called " lectures " were a real factor in the great
elan of 1848 and in the formation of an ideal which has been
the inspiration of generation after generation of the rank and
file—if not always of the leaders—of French Radicalism. The
sudden change in French public opinion, the sudden rejection
of Conservative theories after years of Conservative regime—
all this remains an enigma without a clear understanding of
this mystical Republicanism, sluggish at times but capable of
torrent-like outbursts. Again, the personality and career of a
Jaures are incomprehensible without it. Jaures was indeed
a Socialist, but he cannot be understood by a mere reference
to Marx or to economics: he can be understood only when it
is realized that he was soaked as it were in this philosophy of
mystical Republicanism.
4.   THE   FAILURE   OF  THE  SECOND   REPUBLIC
France in 1848 really seemed ripe for new things. The
apathy that prevailed in and after 1830 was beginning to pass
away. The opposition to the regime was growing on all hands
(for a great variety of reasons, it is true) and when in February
1848 an entirely unexpected crisis swept away the Orleanist
Monarchy, and put into power a startled but elated group of
Republican leaders, it did seem as if democratic idealism was
at last going to have its chance. Not indeed that Republicans
were a majority in the country: according to Tocqueville they
did not number more than half-a-million, " but/7 he goes on
to say, " they are active and courageous and seem to occupy the
revolutionarily strategic points.7'1 No other form of government
was seriously considered: Republicans had apparently but to
go ahead.
This is not the place to tell once more the story of the tragic
failure of the Second Republic, but only to indicate how far
wrong thinking contributed to the disaster. There was in the
first place—but this point is of secondary importance—a lack
of faith in the Republic's destinies, in its capacity to stand
alone, to make its appeal on its own merits. Frightened of
1 Marcel, op. dt^ p. 370.
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